


Hornpipe from “Water Music” George Frideric Handel

(1685-1759)
A Town with an Ocean View from “Kiki's Delivery Service.......... Joe Hisaishi
(b.1950)
Lau String Trio
Alyssa Chung, violin
Sumireko McKean, viola Lilja Kikuhara-Talvala, cello
Maile Reeves, coach
String Quartet No. 2 in D Major Alexander Borodin
|. Allegro moderato (1833-1887)
Saburo Watanabe String Quartet
Noah Tanaka and Dominic Chi, violins
Alex Woo, viola Ty Tokunaga, cello
Kysha Bradshaw, coach
String Trio in G Minor on Russian Folk Song Alexander Borodin
“How have | offended thee?” (1833-1887)
Emily's Reel Mark O' Connor
(b.1967)

Walter Yew Moo Chang Memorial String Trio
Kotori Bilharz and Riya Krishnagopalan, violins
Reese Walther, cello
Iggy Jang, coach



String Quartet No. 6 in F Minor, Op. 80 Felix Mendelssohn

I. Allegro vivace assai (1732-1809)
Shine You No More (2017) .Rune Tonsgaard Sgrensen
(b.1983)

Keller String Quartet
Nicholas Chi and Ethan Loo, violins
Ethan Camp, viola Donald Lee, cello

Dr. Helen Liu, coach

String Quartet No.Tin F Major, Op. 18 NO. T Ludwig van Beethoven
I. Allegro (1770-1827)

Arthur Y. & Misako M. Akinaka String Quartet
Brennin Lee and Rylan Terayama, violins
Ethan Chung, viola Daniel Schoen, cello

Steven Flanter, coach

String Quartet in G Minor, Op. 27 Edvard Grieg
|. Un poco andante - Allegro moto ed agitato (1843-1907)

Peter Mesrobian Memorial String Quartet
Ellie Chung and Lily Nomura, violins
Albert Ko, viola lan Jun, cello

Maile Reeves, coach

String Quartet No. 3 in D Major, Op. 18 NO. 3. Ludwig van Beethoven
I. Allegro (1770-1827)

Kathryn Kennard Vaught Memorial String Quartet
Max Shinno and Aya Okimoto, violins
Swan Kim, viola  Cody Kajioka, cello

Dr. Clara Kim, coach



PROGRAM NOTES

George Frideric Handel was born in Germany, but decided when he was
aged twenty-seven to settle permanently in London, England. Five years
later, when King George | decided to have a concert on the River Thames,
Handel was asked to write the music. The way the concert worked was that
at 8 pm one evening, the king got on a boat. Fifty musicians got on another
boat to serenade him, and the river filled up with people on other boats
who wanted to listen. The king liked “Water Music” so much that the
musicians were asked to play the whole thing three times, and the whole
concert lasted three hours. This hornpipe is just one movement. Hornpipes
in general were a type of dance, though there may not have been dancing
on the river that night. Can you imagine dancing to these rhythms, and
would you want to do it on a boat?

Joe Hisaishi is a Japanese composer famous for writing film scores for
Studio Ghibli. One of the films he scored was Kiki's Delivery Service,
directed by Hayao Miyazaki in 1989, and based on a novel by Eiko Kadono.
In the movie, Kiki is a thirteen-year-old witch who has to move away from
home to a different town for a year, as part of her witch training. While
there, she starts up a delivery service flying on her broom. Much of her
flying in the movie is accompanied by this song, “A Town with an Ocean
View.” Hisaishi's music does a great job of conveying the feeling of flying.
Notice how he removes weight from the melody by sometimes using short,
disconnected notes, but also writing soaring, arching sections, with little
ornaments like gusts of wind.

The Russian Alexander Borodin was an extremely versatile guy.
Professionally, he was a chemist who discovered something called the
Aldol reaction, and founded the School of Medicine for Women in St.
Petersburg. But he was also a great composer! Listening to his Second
String Quartet, you won't be surprised to learn that he also played the cello,
because it opens with a beautiful cello melody. This is pretty unusual. Most
string quartets before this gave opening melodies to the first violin. How do
you think this low beginning might set the mood for the rest of the piece?

Unlike some composers such as Mozart and Mendelssohn, who composed
brilliantly as children, Borodin started as an adult. This string trio was one
of his earliest compositions written at age twenty-two, when he was
studying science in Germany. It's a wonderful set of variations on a popular
Russian song, “How have | offended thee?" He starts out by presenting the
song as a round among the three players. After that, it's fun to hear how he
passes the melody around, changing speed, using pizzicato sometimes,
going into a major key, all to find as much expression as he can.



Mark O’Connor is an American fiddler and composer who sometimes plays
in a trio with cellist Yo-Yo Ma and bass player Edgar Meyer. O'Connor has
written: “l wrote Emily's Reel for Yo-Yo Ma's daughter Emily. | wanted to
thank him for performing Appalachia Waltz at an all Bach Cello Suite
concert he gave in NYC. | just couldn't believe that he added it. | walked
around the streets of New York that night writing this tune for their family
in thanks.” A reel is a kind of folk tune of Scottish origin, though O'Connor’s
version probably sounds just as Appalachian as Scottish. It's fun to imagine
a roomful of Scottish or Appalachian folks dancing to it.

There is a very sad story behind Mendelssohn’s Quartet No. 6. Felix
Mendelssohn was incredibly close with his older sister Fanny (who was also
a great composer.) When he was thirty-eight and she was forty-one, she
suddenly died of a stroke. When he heard about it two days later he
collapsed and turned into an old man overnight. It was then that he wrote
this quartet. Only a few months later, he also died of a stroke. About the
guartet, one of Felix's friends said, “it would be difficult to cite any piece of
music which so completely impresses the listener with a sensation of
gloomy foreboding, of anguish of mind, and of the most poetic melancholy,
as does this masterly and eloguent composition.” Listen to how many
expressions of sadness and agitation the music has: tremolos, sighing
melodies, sudden loud sounds followed immediately by quiet sounds ...

Rune Tonsgaard Sgrensen is one of the violinists in the Danish String
Quartet, a great classical quartet that has also put out three albums of folk
music arrangements (sometimes veering a little more toward pop than
folk.) “Shine You No More” can be heard on the album Last Leaf. It's the
same type of fiddle piece as the Mark O'Connor heard earlier, a reel.
Sgrensen tells us that the harmony was inspired by a very old song, “Flow
My Tears,” by the 1600s lute player John Dowland. The name “Shine You No
More” is a quote from that song. This piece starts off with only the first
violin. Listen as the other players gradually get busier too, and keep an ear
out for when the first violin improvises while the second violin plays endless
F-sharps.

Op. 18 No. 1is in F Major, one of Beethoven's happiest and friendliest keys.
The short phrase fragments with which he begins are very speech-like—in
fact, musicians often make up words to them. An example might be “How
do you like my hands? | really think they're grand.” We can get insight into
the way Beethoven composed by staying with these words to see what
happens next. After a few more iterations, Beethoven makes the phrase
one syllable longer: “How do you like my fingers?” Then, a little further on,
he starts working with just a part of that phrase: “Do you like my fingers?
Yes you do. Do you like my fingers? They like you.” Of course, Beethoven's
music isn't dumb like these words are. But you can see how, in this way, he
creates a big, varied structure that is still very unified.



Edvard Grieg was Norway's most famous composer, and one of its most
famous citizens. When he died, between 30,000 and 40,000 people
attended his funeral! You probably know some of Grieg’'s melodies even if
you don’t know you do. “Hall of the Mountain King” has been used in a
myriad of video games, and if you're watching a cartoon and it's morning in
the story, you will hear “Morning Mood” from Peer Gynt. This string quartet
movement, written when he was forty-four, shows Grieg at his most
dramatic. He himself wrote, “It is in G minor and is not intended to bring
trivialities to market." After a stirring, slower introduction, Grieg settles on a
simple group of notes with great dramatic power. (If you're familiar with
Grieg's famous piano concerto, you may notice a melodic similarity.) Listen
to how he stays with these notes, moving them around in register, and
then altering their rhythm in all sorts of ways that pull out every bit of
drama.

Although it's numbered third out of the six Opus 18 quartets, this D Major
Quartet was the very first quartet Beethoven wrote. It is also one of the
most good-humored and stress-free of any of his compositions. The large
leap between the very first two notes creates a strong sense of suspense to
open this movement. Do you think it continues as mostly music that makes
you hold your breath in suspense, or mostly music that you can breathe
easily to?

—Sasha Margolis



Winter Greetings from the Program Co-Coordinators

We welcome you to this afternoon recital which celebrates the
collaborative art of chamber music. Throughout the semester, these
students have had the opportunity to work together as string trios
and quartets. Beyond mastering their individual parts, they have
practiced the art of presence - a cornerstone of true collaboration.
They've learned to be fully in the moment, to contribute as
individuals with confidence, to share leadership and perspectives,
and to dedicate themselves to a unified vision, sound and
interpretation. This journey has been a vibrant, challenging and
rewarding conversation in music, and the lessons learned extend
far beyond the stage.

We are so grateful for the hard work of our students, the expertise
and guidance of their coaches, and the wonderful support from
their families and the program sponsors. We thank everyone for
their support of the Punahou Chamber Music Program.

With warmest wishes for a joyful holiday season,
Helen Chao-Casano & Craig Young
Co-coordinators, Punahou Chamber Music Program
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SPONSORS

Arthur Y. and Misako M. Akinaka String Quartet
Mr. Robert ’59 and Mrs. Velma Chong ’63 Akinaka

Walter Yew Moo Chang Memorial String Trio
The Chang Family
Wilma T. Chang, Christopher W. Chang ’84, and Carter W. Chang’87

Cooke String Quartet
Mrs. Janet Cooke

Gladys Hirano Memorial String Quartet
The Hirano Family
Mr. Rik Hirano ’75

Keller String Quartet
Drs. Bruce and Cynthia Keller

Lau String Trio
Dr. Matthew and Helen Lau

Peter Mesrobian Memorial String Quartet
The Tanoue Family

Kathryn Kennard Vaught Memorial String Quartet
The Family of Dr. Raymond Vaught
Mrs. Kathleen Vaught Farmer

Saburo Watanabe String Quartet
Dr. and Mrs. Ted Watanabe
Alex Watanabe ’09, David Watanabe '14

PROGRAM DONORS
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Dutton

Chamber Music Coaches Professional Development Fund
The Himeno Family
Ms. Sandra Himeno-Okamoto '73
Ms. Sharon R. Himeno " 74

Ellen Masaki Endowed Fund for Music
Dr. Steven Nishi & Dr. Pamela Tauchi-Nishi
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